Neurogenic pulmonary edema.
This report presents a patient who developed fulminant pulmonary edema as a complication of an acute subarachnoid hemorrhage. Hemodynamic evaluation revealed low-normal pulmonary arteriolar resistances. Endobronchial fluid was freely suctioned from the patient over a two-day period and had a colloid osmotic pressure and protein content equal to the patient's plasma throughout the entire course. These findings suggest that neurogenic pulmonary edema in this patient was related to increased capillary permeability and may occur independent of pulmonary hemodynamics.